The Stars of Texas Shine Bright in L.A. - Activation



NIGHT SKIES

CONSUMER ACTIVATION

As post-pandemic travel skyrocketed from people eager to get out and explore again, they began to flock to the great outdoors and
more rural destinations:. Travel Texas had an opportunity to get out in front of these trends and find an unconventional way to capture
this demand by encouraging travelers to experience the expansive outdoors activities available within the state of Texas. Astrotourism,
space travel, celestial events and dark skies were trending topics among media and travelers. Being in the direct path of the 2024 total
eclipse, Texas destinations are already beginning to build buzz and sell rooms for those travel dates. In addition, stargazing content is
some of Travel Texas’ highest-performing social media and advertising content to date, so we knew the appetite for these niche
outdoor adventures was there.

In order to position Texas as a year-round travel destination for those interested in the great outdoors and camping underneath the
stars, efforts were focused on one key fly market that we had to opt out of during the pandemic: Los Angeles. We decided to provide LA
with a glimpse of Texas' expansive, bright, smog-free night skies.

Whether it's stargazing at Big Bend, catching a glimpse of the Milky Way at Palo Duro Canyon or observing the night sky through a
telescope at the McDonald Observatory, Travel Texas enticed these big city tourists to experience the Texas night sky in the heart of LA
through an immersive starry skies room. When guests stepped inside, they watched, heard, smelled and felt what it's like to stand
beneath a vast dark sky full of stars in Texas. The primary goal of this campaign was to drive meaningful consumer engagements —
both in person and via owned social media channels — in a key fly market that Travel Texas had pulled back on and needed to
reactivate. The campaign required a strong media angle and connection to current trends to garner attention, while also achieving our
secondary goals of generating awareness of Texas night skies experiences in a highly trafficked area of LA and expanding exposure to
the Travel Texas brand.
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TOP STARGAZING D
SPOTS IN TEXAS:

A BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK - The Intemational Dark Sky Association gave Big
Bend a gold designation - one of 13 gold-tier locations worldwide, and
‘one of the darkest skies in the lower 48 states.

McDONALD OBSERVATORY ~ This observatory holds four high-powered
telescopes that allow visitors to look deep into the night sky.

PALO DURD CARYON - On the darkest nights, the Milky Way is known to
make an appearance Palo Duro's famous Lighthouse formation.

MATAGORDA ISLAND - This island does not have electricity or private
motorized vehicles - making it a great place for stargazing.

E BRAZOS BEND STATE PARK - The George Observatory located inside the
park has one of the largest publicly available telescopes in America.

F ENCHANTED ROCK* - Park rangers suggest staying on moonless nights to
‘observe the vastness of the universe - and possibly a shooting star.

& CANYON OF THE EAGLES NATURE PARK & RESORT - This property’s two
telescopes offer magnificent views of planets, nebulas and galaxies.

H_ DRIPPING SPRINGS* - This community was the first in Texas - and only
the sixth in the world - to be certified as a “Dark Sky Community”

*Asolar eclipse is coming in 2024 - and these locations make great viewing spots.
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STEP INTO
A STARRY
TEXAS NIGHT.

STOP BY AND SEE US.

©Q ENTRANCE ON'BROADWAY:
BETWEEN NIKE AND TESLA

TRAVEL % TEXAS

——————{ TRAVELTEXAS.COM }———

TIMVEI. V TEXAS‘“

—'hmnmnn)—

=
=1
g.
g
H
8
2
E]
El
g.

ONYISI YOUOIVIYN

SEE THE STARS
THAT FILL
OUR BIG,

LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR
STARGAZING EXPERIENCE.
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STARGAZING IN TEXAS

From Dark Sky P large

LETS % TEXAS Things To Do Cities &Regions Plan Ahead Where To Stay

world, there' no shortage of astronomical views

GO GLAMPING IN TEXAS

Texas offers endless opportunities fof ature-deprived urbanites to spend time
reconnecting with the great outdoors.
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TRAVEL&MEETINGPROS  ABOUT  CONTACT  SITEMAP  ACCESSIBILITY.
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https://www.traveltexas.com/things-to-do/outdoor-adventure/where-to-stargaze-in-texas/stargazing-in-texas/
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A STARRY
TEXAS NIGHT.

TEXAS STARS |
ARE COMING
T0 YOU.

Experience breathtaking views of the Texas night skies
this weekend. Step into a Texas starry night March 11-13
at Santa Monica Place.

‘The Texas night skies are coming to Santa Monica Place
March 11-13. Immerse yourselfinto a starry Texas sky.

: tinybeans

TEXAS NIGHT SKY TEXAS NIGHT SKY
EXPERIENCE EXPERIENCE

Friday, March 11 | 11am-gpm

Texas Night Skies
Experience

Friday, March 11 | 11am-6pm
Saturday, March 12 | Noon-8pm
Sunday,March 13 | Noon-Tpm Sunday, March 13 | Noon-Tpm

Saturday, March 12 | Noon-8pm

SANTA MORICA PLACE SANTA MONICA PLACE
395 Santa MonicaPlace 395 Santa Monica Place
‘Santa Monica, CA 90401 Santa Monica, CA 90401

LEARN MORE LEARN MORE
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About this Event

Come to our indoor stargazing experience at Santa Monica Place and immerse yourselfin the wonders of a
starry Texas night. From catching a glimpse of the Milky Way at Palo Duro Canyon State Park to observing the
stars through a telescope at the McDonald Observatory, Texas’ night skies simply can't be beat.
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Big Bend National Park, Texas E M A I I I N V I T E S
The Uni g 1ald O . located 45 minutes north of the arts

community of Marfa, offe . .
s Travel Texas Consumer Activation

s evening stargazing parties—a perfect pit stoj

i to traverse its s

ring lime
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skies in the country, astronomy lovers can witness showstoppers year-round: In summer the

sky features the Milky Way at its brightest and the Perseid meteor shower peaking in August

The notable Hercules, Virgo, and Scorpius constellations become visible during warm

summer months, while the celel

ed Orion, Taurus, and Andromeda appear with the crisp.

clear air of winter. Set on the outskirts of the park. the in Terlingua of

guests sweeping views of the Chisos Mountain Range and starry nights around the campfire.



Travel Texas (Default) is in Texas.
Budished by MMCY Giobal @- January 16 - @
Did you know 80% of Americans are unable to see the Miky Way? Switch it up and treat

yourselfto Texas' stunning skies! Tap the ink to learn more about our best stargazing spots
and how to visit: ttpsfbit y/3mHBNs3

The stars shine brighter in Texas.
ERE THEY SHINE THE BRIGHTEST.

See the brightest stars of Texas
with our stargazing guide.

e

Check out some

about the best places’ in
Texas to see the stars. .

00:

The stars are big and
bright in Texas! Learn
more about our radiant
and renowned night skies.

- by: @get_rowdy_photography

Travel Texas
4439k followers

Note to self
What do you want to remember about this Pin?
Add note
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Check out the Facts

Travel Texas & @TravelTexas - Jan 28

More than 2,000 stars are visible in the skies over Big Bend at night. Learn
more about Texas’ dazzling skies and how to visit: bit.ly/3Ej5bSZ
#TexasToDo

8 by: bigbendterrain

There’s a lot to learn

about stargazing in [NEKESN
Check it out. g
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California friends - a stellar experience is
headed your way! Join us at Santa
Monica Place for a completely ..See more
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Details

&4 1K people responded

= Event by Travel Texas (Default and Santa Monica Place (395

Santa Monica Place, Santa Monica, CA)

Q395 Broadway, Santa Monica, CA 90401-2312, United States Insights

© Ourstion: 3 days Last 7 Days: Jun 8 - Jun 15

@ Public - Anyone on or off Facebook ..
& *

Caifornia friends - a telar experience is headd your way! Step | [

under a sparking Texan night with our immersive instalaton at

Santa Morica Place. Prepare to be surprised and .. ¢
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Group

Stay connected to your guests by linking a group to your event. You =) Py

can create a new group around your event or ik an existing group.

group aroundy o Audience Track ticket sal...
+ Link Group Women35-44  Track ket sales on
Yo ras wvrt

20% of ot respo...  adding a ke Ik

Meet Your Hosts

Seemore

pe
Santa Monica Place (395 Santa .. Trave fex:
722 past events - 27484 lkes 2 past events
Outdoor Shopping and Diing i the heart of Were Travel Texas, the
Santa Monica. stale’s tourism markeir °
We are OPEN: Mon-Sat 11a-7p; Sun T1a-6p communiy for trip nspi
b Like @\ 395 Broadway, Santa Monica, CA 90401-

2312, United States

Guests See All


https://www.instagram.com/reel/CaX3Zokj0p4/

erinoutdoors © + Follow
P parnership wit traveltex:

erinoutdoors © A bright starry morning n Palo Duro Canyon ¥

Make sure you swipe to the end for a cute surprise @

One of my favorite things about the experience of travel s the
surprise and delight you find along the way, woven ino the

curiosity,and found reverence for the land, connection n the
openness of strangers, and infnite humilty for our small lace in
the universe.

Photos here are:

1~ The galactic core ofthe Milky Way over Palo Duro Canyon,
:30am

2-Palo Duro Canyon at sunvise

3~ Reads on stil water at Copper Breaks State Park

4 - Lone bison at Caprock Canyons State Park

5 - Tree sihouette at Copper Breaks

6.~ Inricate andinteresting layers of ock at Caprock Canyons.

10- A comfortable praife dog &
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Liked by battlebricksp.m.g and others
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livelikeitsthewknd - Follow

livelikeitsthewknd Traveled to Texas

) with @uaveltex and my buddy
@travelfreak for a week of stargazing,
but the weather had other plans for us.
Luckily we still got to enjoy a cozy
firepit and roasting marshmallows out
in nature, under the night sky.

Here are some tips for photographing
astrophotography while you stargaze!
I'm definitely not a pro at astro, but it's
fun to experiment with, especially
during Milky Way season or if you're
trying to capture the Northern Lights.
Here are some beginner tips:
- CAMERA AND LENSES - Astro is
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Liked by burcu_arpa and others.

MARCH 20

@ Addacomment

@ bemytraveimuse © - Following

) bemvraveimuse @ Howimprobable and yet essentalis s
love affair between the earth and moon?

Over the past few years I've gotten really nto learning about
istory, ke way back history. Zooming out s far as we know and

' et
the story, too. 'm here, afer all

the moon ise and the sunset have looked much the same for
millennia. | can imagine watching this scene unfold hundreds of
thousands of years ago in much the same way, and its
grounding.

in Texas and that o o
t00. For amazing dark skies, dramatic moons, and a chance to
get away from it al | loved Big Bend where | got much of the

&% junketing_gina What an absolutely amazing pic! @& -
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8 Liked by mackenzie_bromley and 683 others
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@ ‘erinoutdoors @ Stiliness in the early morning B

As part of my recent stargazing roadrip with @traveltex, 1 vi
Copper Breaks State Park o the Texas plains. | had scoutec
. looking for

next morning, as Copper Breaks s a registered International
Dark Sky Park. | was crossing my fingers for clear skies and
tilllake, and that'sjust what | ot I've never pulled off a ph
‘where the stars are reflected so perfectly. & Swipe to see a
screenshot of how I planned it (not that the wind was in my

‘contro,

It was a peaceful, chily morning, with coyotes howling and «
caling. f'm 5o grateful for the grounding | feel in moments fi

Sponsored by @traveltex #TexasToDo

@ ray , Erint -
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B Liked by mackenzie_bromley and others

erinoutdoors

Last week, | traveled to
Texas with @traveltex to
photograph the night skies.

This weekend they have a
special activation here in LA!
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Lovely way to spend our
final morning in Texas '+
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Click images to view media


https://www.tiktok.com/@erinoutdoors/video/7078030051391900970?is_copy_url=1&is_from_webapp=v1&lang=en
https://www.instagram.com/p/CbqitHAvxXg/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/p/CbfZ6adL6Tf/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/p/CbN_9kLvtIc/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/p/CaKuNWjJ061/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
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